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'flying was far safer than walking/ and a few days afterwards he
perished, together with Lord Thompson, and nearly all of those
who were in the ill-fated R 101, which came down in flames at
Beauvais in France, The unidentified remains of her victims were
laid in state in Westminster Hall where, each coffin being covered
with a British flag, they presented as grim a picture of tragedy as
those ancient walls had ever seen.
I was also greatly interested in the work of the Committee on
Education in the Colonies. I was a member of the Sessiona.1
Indian Joint Committee of both Houses of Parliament, and I
served for some time, at the request of Mr. Philip Snowden, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the official side of the National
Whitley Council, which dealt with civil service questions. In
addition to these duties, and the daily labour connected with a
heavy London constituency, I had to organize the weekly studies
of the Labour Commonwealth Group, to find time to prepare
Sunday lectures, and to act as the chairman of the Parliamentary
Committee of the League of Nations Union. Yet there are those
who thinly it smart to assert, before audiences which are even more
ignorant than themselves, that the life of a member of Parliament
is one of comfortable dignity and indolent repose.
On the 3ist August 1929, while I was on holiday at Eastbourne,
I received from Lord Passfield, the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, a letter which stated that the Prime Minister and himself
desired me to become a member of a small commission which-the
Government proposed to send to Palestine to inquire into the
causes, of the riots which had occurred in Jerusalem and other places,
and which had resulted in the death of more than a hundred Jews
and many Arabs, As it was proposed that the commission should
start almost at once I returned to London in order to make the
necessary arrangements; but owing to the desire of the Jewish
authorities to be represented by counsel, there was some delay,
and we did not start on our journey until the I2th October. My
colleagues were Sir Walter Shaw, a retired colonial judge (chair-
man), Sir Henry Betterton, Bt*, C.B.E., M.P. (now Lord Rush-
cliffe), who was accompanied by Lady Betterton, Mr. R. Hopkin
Morris, M.P., and Mr, T. I. K. Lloyd of the Colonial Office, who
acted as our secretary. When I agreed to serve on the commission
it was not proposed that its deliberations should be of a judicial
nature, and the subsequent decision to allow the various parties
to be represented by counsel, with the right to tender and cross-